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A growing and powerful movement of people is 

transforming the experience of living with Parkinson's. 
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Getting 
Parkinson’s 
understood
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Better support, 
every day 



The Future Service Pathway

Connecting with 
everyone affected by 

Parkinson’s at the 
point of diagnosis

Personal 
conversation for 

emotional support

Tailored online and 
offline information and 

support, delivered 
proactively

Opportunities to join 
local events and get 

involved with 
Parkinson’s UK

Early intervention to 
enable people to take 

action about their future 
and fight for their rights

Support for family, 
friends and carers 

with life ahead
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Accelerating 
breakthroughs in 
research
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Our pioneering research programme delivers life 
changing new treatments for people with Parkinson’s, 
who own and shape it every step of the way.



Involve people affected by Parkinson’s

Our research:

Research grants

Parkinson’s Virtual Biotech

Critical Path for Parkinson’s



Broken pipeline of drug development 
Solution: The Virtual Biotech funding model

New funding £5-6m a year

Basic 
Research

Early 
feasibility 
studies

Technical 
validation 
and 
prototyping

Early 
market 
testing

Product 
development, 
marketing 
and sales

 The Valley. 
Government and 

Foundation grants
Industry and 
VC funding



The Parkinson's Virtual Biotech 
is the drug development arm of 
Parkinson’s UK. 

   parkinsons.org.uk/virtualbiotech

It works just like a regular biotech 
company - creating and testing new 
treatments.

But instead of doing it for profit, we are 
doing it for people affected by 
Parkinson's.

Fast-tracking 
new treatments



• Funding drug 
development at every 
stage of the drug 
development pathway.

• Two new trials starting in 
2020 – Cannabidiol for 
psychosis (£1.5M) KCL 
and 5-HT3 antagonist 
ondansetron (£1M) for 
hallucinations.

• Programme is open to 
applications up to ~
£1M/year.

• Funded 8 VB projects
• Assess ~20 per year

Frontiers in Parkinson’s 
An interactive workshop

29th October 2019

College of Experts

2 Stage Application Process

Parkinson’s UK
Virtual BioTech
Funding Stream

Accelerating 
Patient Access to 

New Therapies



Scope of what we fund

1. Balance and falls

2. Stress and anxiety

3. Uncontrollable movements

4. Personalised treatments

5. Dementia

6. Mild thinking and memory problems

7. Monitoring symptoms

8. Sleep

9. Dexterity

10. Urinary problems

Top 10 priorities in 
addition to finding a cure

Committed to improving the 
quality of life of everyone affected 
by Parkinson’s - includes people 
affect Parkinson’s like conditions.
“Faster treatments and cures”

Only charity in the UK to fund 
Parkinson’s research to improve 
treatments for symptom 
management (drug and non-drug) 
and to develop a cure. 

>£100M invested so far



Patient and public involvement at Parkinson’s UK
Network of people affected by Parkinson’s across the 
UK

Patient and public 
involvement contributors 
(~150 people)

8 Research Interest 
Groups, 5 in 
development 365 local 

groups

Research Support 
Network 

(almost 6,300 people) 

Supported 
200+ research 

teams

 

We provide support and 

guidance for researchers to 

help them work with people 

affected by Parkinson’s

 

Lay Peer Review Scores Are An Integral Part of The Peer 
Review Process and Lay People Serve on EVERY Grants Panel 

AND Oversight Panel



Non-drug 
therapies 
awards
A new grant program to 
support innovations that 
can deliver real benefit to 
People with Parkinson’s in 
shorter time scales



- Filling in the knowledge 
gaps that prevent us fully 
understanding the 
causes of Parkinson’s!

- Solutions which pave the 
way for drug discovery.

- Partnerships which 
leverage large scale 
additional funding into 
Parkinson’s research, 
open-up unparalleled 
access to research 
facilities, data resources 
etc.

Overcoming Roadblocks With Targeted Funding

Strategic Investment Awards



International Partnerships-leveraging additional funding

£36.8 Million of 
additional funding in 

Parkinson’s Research
PD-MIND





THANK YOU
Any Questions


